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DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE DIVINE COMEDY AND
CLASSIC OF MOUNTAINS AND SEAS
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he Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri (1265-1321)

in the 14th century, which tells the tall stories of

romance and imagination, is a monumental work in
the world’s history of literature; while the ancient Chinese
masterpiece Classic of Mountains and Seas can be called as
the encyclopedia for daily life of ancient Chinese people.
When ancient civilizations encounter in the new era, and
when books meet with art, what sparks will be generated?
Recently, the international culture and art exchange
exhibition “"Encounter of Imagination - Dialogue Between
The Divine Comedy and Classic of Mountains and Seas" is
held at the Pearl Art Museum. Upon the 700th Anniversary
of Dante Alighieri's death, who is praised as “Father of
Italian”, in the part of The Divine Comedly, creative works by
five Italian artists including Silvia Camporesi, Leone Contini,
Valentina Furian, Marta Roberti and Marinella Senatore, are
displayed, with cooperation with Cantica 21. In the part
of Classic of Mountains and Seas, it displays the favorite
works of seven modern Chinese artists including Chai
Yiming, Peng Wei, Qiu Anxiong, Shao Zenong, Sun Xun, Wu
Jian'an and Wu Junyong. The 70-plus multi-media works
covering painting, print, paper cutting, device, image, and
books about artists displayed in the exhibition present the
dialogue between the gorgeous ancient civilization of Italy
and China in the new era.
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At the exhibition, the five Italian artists start from the magnificent literary heritage of Italy, pay
their respects to the classics and have established the artistic connection with modern society and the
human condition, with their plentiful imagination and creativity. For instance, the image work Chaco
by Valentina Furian guides the audiences to experience the dark forest formed by Dante Alighieri; the
Collection of Fables about Otherworldly Animals by Marta Roberti re-represents Dante Alighieri’s aliens,
mixed animals and fable beasts. It is worth mentioning that 7The Divine Comedy was originally spread
in the form of manuscript until 1472 in which it was compiled into a book. The exhibition has designed
a special space to display the four precious manuscript of The Divine Comedy restored by Triegani
Encyclopedia Institute, Italy.

Existing Classic of Mountains and Seas, a Chinese masterpiece, includes 18 volumes. According to
statistics, it records over 5,300 mountains, over 250 rivers/seas, over 120 animals and over 50 plants, as
well as a large number of myths and legends, including some well-knows legends, e.g., Quafoo chasing
after the sun, decapitation of Xing Tian, King Yu taming the flood, the war between Yellow Emperor and
warrior Chiyou, and Jingwei filling up the sea.

Artist Chai Yiming has devoted himself to picturing surreal images with the materials of Chinese
paintings for many years, and the four landscape paintings by him with the same name that are displayed
at the exhibition are just corresponding to Classic of Mountains and Great Wilderness in the Classic of
Mountains and Seas. Chai Yiming puts literature, monsters, landscapes and pastoral into the colourful
paintings, beneath which hide his mysterious interests, wisdom and ridicule. The series of prints New
Classic of Mountains and Seas by Artist Qiu Anxiong were based on the original sketch manuscripts
of the ink animation work New Classic of Mountains and Seas, which include 12 prints. These prints of
simple style were created in the mode of line drawing, in line with the image style of the block-printed
edition of Classic of Mountains and Seas in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Besides, the artist has also

added seriocomic texts for each print, showing his sublime words with deep meaning humorously. This
exhibition is open until February 20, 2022. @
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